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lyzed by alcoholic anaesthesia. Reasoning ia impossible, 
for the “ data of consciousness ” are dim, imperfect, or 
absent. 

The author concludes by observing that alcohol in small 
quantities will render consciousness dim, feeble, unreliable, 
while in larger portions it will disorganize the powers of 
consciousness, or will totally wreck and destroy it. 

ON THE DIAGNOSIS OF NEURALGIA IN AND ABOUT 
THE EYES. 

Dr. A. D. Williams calls attention to a symptom attend¬ 
ing neuralgia of the fifth pair, which he justly considers 
quite important, viz.: the tenderness of the skin after the 
attack has passed off, or even while the pain is present. 
Touching of the scalp or slight pulling of the hair is pain¬ 
ful. The eyeball may also be tender to the touch. Other 
aids to diagnosis are the frequent periodicity of neuralgia, 
and the fact that if any considerable inflammation is present 
the pain is probably not neuralgic.— St. Louis Med. and 
Surg. Journal , Feb., 1890, p. 109. 

IODOFORM IN CEREBRO-SPINAL MENINGITIS. 

“In the Tchernigov weekly ‘Zemsky Vratch,’ No. 10, 
1889, p. 151, Dr. G. Levitsky, of Vostrovskaia, calls atten¬ 
tion to excellent effects in cerebro-spinal meningitis ob¬ 
tained from the internal administration of iodoform given 
in the form of two-grain pills, three times a day. He 
reports a striking case, that of a woman suffering with an 
exceedingly severe form of the disease, in which, after all 
other means had utterly failed, the administration of the 
drug was almost immediately followed by a steady im¬ 
provement. On the third day of the treatment contractures 
of the right, and on the fifth of the left, upper limb dis¬ 
appeared ; by the end of the fourth week the patient was 
practically well. The drug was therefore discontinued. 
A relapse, however, rapidly followed, but yielded at once 
to another course of iodoform ; a complete and permanent 
recovery taking place ultimately. In all, one ounce of iodo¬ 
form was taken in the course of two months. No untoward 
accessory effects were ever observed ."—Canada Med. Record , 
Jan., 1890. 

THE BROMIDES IN EPILEPSY. 

“Dr. Moritz Gauster, whose extensive experience in the 
treatment of this disease enables him to speak authorita¬ 
tively, concludes as follows: (1) The bromide treatment in 
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epilepsy is .the most successful, particularly in idiopathic 
cases. (2) As a rule, the bromides must be administered 
for years, the dose in each individual case being regulated 
by observation. (3) By careful observation of the condition 
of patients, as much as 20 grammes can be given daily 
without manifest injury. (4) The bromides must be sus¬ 
pended or supplanted by other agents, (a) When digestive 
disturbances supervene; when slight they are of no con¬ 
sequence, and generally disappear, notwithstanding their 
continued use; ( b ) when catarrh of the pulmonary apices 
can be detected; ( c) when ulceration of the skin or any 
cutaneous complication exists. (5) Involvement of the 
intelligence does not indicate a discontinuance of the bro¬ 
mides. (6) Pulmonary tuberculosis, severe cutaneous lesions 
and grave nutritive disturbances alone forbid the bromide 
therapy. When combating the attacks of epilepsy this is 
not of such vital importance as preventing the supervention 
of severe psychoses. (7) Emaciation is no contra-indica¬ 
tion, as the weight may increase when sufficient nutritive 
elements are ingested. (8) During the treatment attention 
must be directed to the nutrition, and at intervals to the 
lungs and skin.— Wiener Medizen Presse. From Canada 
Med. Record , Jan., 1890. 

THE DISPOSITION TO BE MADE OF CRIMINAL LUNATICS. 

Dr. W. W. Godding, superintendent of the Government 
Hospital for the Insane at Washington, discusses the three 
methods of disposing of insane criminals, viz.: Retention 
in an asylum, hanging, and release. The last method can 
not, of course, be put into practice, as the safety of the 
public requires that the homicidal maniac be deprived of 
his liberty. The second method is certainly sure and 
radical, admitting of no revision, and freeing the community 
from a dangerous individual. This method of treatment by 
hemp is evidently the simplest of all, yet it does not accord 
with our present views of sociology. The author naturally 
concludes in favor Of the first-named method, and also adds 
another plea for the rational and humane treatment of 
insane criminals, which consists in their removal from the 
ordinary hospital for the insane to a special department of 
an asylum, or State hospital for the insane, where they will 
be cared for in a suitable manner. He closes with a 
description of Howard Hall, a building attached to the 
Government Hospital at Washington, in which the criminal 
insane are thus disposed of.— Medico-Legal Journal , Dec., 
1889. 



